
OLVER ANNOUNCES $800,000 FOR PITTSFIELD CO-OPERATIVE HOUSING PROJECT FOR HOMELESS VETERANS
November 22, 2005

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that Congress has approved $800,000 in fiscal year 2006 funding for the United Veterans of America's (UVA) limited-equity cooperative housing initiative for homeless veterans. The project will be located on UVA's Route 20 property less that a mile west of downtown Pittsfield.

  The funding is included in the fiscal year (FY) 2006 Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) Appropriations conference report approved by the House and Senate on Friday, Nov. 18, 2005.

  Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC and worked to secure the funding.  The conference report now goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

  "This represents a good start to a great project," Olver said.  "Our nation's homeless veterans problem is shameful.  We should be doing much more to meet the needs of those who served their country."

  John F. Downing, President &amp; CEO of the United Veterans of America, Inc. said the following:  "Congressman Olver's securing these funds will be a green light to other funding sources whose participation is critical to the success of the project."

  The co-operative housing project will create permanent housing for homeless veterans to help them live independently with the goal of serving the greatest portion of the regional homeless veteran population as is possible. The project will consist of 40 units in Pittsfield (in addition to 60 units in Leeds) designed for single veterans.  These units will be one-bedroom and studio units, and tenants will own shares of the co-operative.  The UVA has been highly successful in serving our local homeless veteran population, this project will allow them to expand their services and ensure our promises to our veterans.

  ###

  For more information on this project, contact Jack Downing, President &amp; CEO, United Veterans of America, at 413-822-8364               
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